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Today’s	Agenda

1. Benchmarking	- What	is	it?	Why?

2. The	NYC	Benchmarking	Law

3. How	to	Comply

4. Benchmarking	Resources
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What	is	Benchmarking?	
▪ Benchmarking	is	the	process	of	evaluating	energy	and	water	efficiency	in	
buildings.

▪ By	measuring,	tracking,	and	comparing	energy	and	water	consumption	using	
standard	metrics,	building	owners	can	assess	the	relative	efficiency	of	their	
buildings	compared	to	other	similar	buildings.

▪ Annual	reporting	allows	building	owners	and	managers	to	track	year	over	
year	energy	use.

▪ Data	provides	the	City	with	a	means	to	track	progress	towards	80	X	50,	the	
City’s	goal	of	reducing	greenhouse	gas	emissions	by	80%	by	2050.

▪ Benchmarking	gives	the	City	an	indication	of	where	to	concentrate	energy	
reduction	programs	and	incentives.
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Benefits	of	Benchmarking
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Benchmarking	gives	building	
owners	greater	access	to	free	
City	programs	and	other	
resources	that	provide	tailored	
support	based	on	buildings’	
energy	and	water	use	data,	
including:

▪ Technical	guidance

▪ Assistance	in	energy	and	water	
upgrades

▪ Financing	opportunities



Benefits	of	Benchmarking
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Benchmarking	provides	data	for	
analytical	tools	to	guide	real	
estate	and	investment	decisions,	
including:

▪ NYC	Energy	&	Water	
Performance	Map:	
www.nyc.gov/benchmarking

▪Metered	NYC:	
www.metered.nyc

▪ efficienSEE Calculator:	
www.nyceec.com/efficiensee



Benefits	of	Benchmarking
Benchmarking	provides	data	for	
research	into	citywide	trends	
and	energy	efficiency	
opportunities	by	answering	
questions	such	as:

▪Which	energy	sources	are	used	
for	what	end	uses?

▪ How	has	energy	use	changed	
over	time?

▪ How	do	different	building	
types,	sizes,	ages,	etc.	compare?
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Large	Building	Benchmarking	Eligibility

City-owned	Tax	Lot Privately-owned	Tax	Lot Condominium

Building	>	10,000	sq.	ft. • Single	building	>	50,000	sq.	ft.
• Multiple	buildings	>	100,000	sq.	ft.

Two	or	more	buildings	>	100,000	sq.	ft.

▪ Eligibility	is	determined	by	the	Department	of	Finance:

▪ Notification	of	requirement	to	benchmark	is	sent	with	the	annual	tax	bill.

▪ Covered	Buildings	List	is	published	in	February,	3	months	before	the	May	1	
deadline.
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Large	Building	Benchmarking	Overview
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Mid-size	Benchmarking	Overview
▪ Signed	by	Mayor	Bill	de	Blasio
on	October	31,	2016.

▪ Expands	covered	buildings	to	
include	buildings	larger	than	
25,000	sq.	ft.	to	start	
benchmarking	in	2018.

▪ Con	Edison	and	National	Grid	
will	provide	automated	upload	
of	energy	data.
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Mid-size	Buildings	Eligibility
▪ Required	to	benchmark	energy	use:

▪ If	automated	upload	of	energy	data	is	available.

▪ Con	Edison	and	National	Grid	are	expected	to	provide	this	service	in	
2018.

▪ Required	to	benchmark	water	use:

▪ If	DEP	has	installed	an	Automated	Meter	Reader	and	it	was	
operational	throughout	the	reporting	year.

▪ You	may	get	a	60-day	extension	for	a	mid-size	building	if:
You	notify	the	Department	of	Buildings	or	the	NYC	Benchmarking	Help	Center	60	

days	before	the	deadline.

11



Today’s	Agenda

1. Benchmarking	- What	is	it?	Why?

2. The	NYC	Benchmarking	Law

3. How	to	Comply

4. Benchmarking	Resources

12



Steps	to	Comply
1. Find	out	if	you	must	comply:	Receive	a	notice	in	the	mail	in	November	or	check	the	Covered	

Buildings	List	online	in	February.	
2. Collect	your	data:	Use	worksheets	to	collect	information	about	your	building,	and	(in	2017	

only)	request	aggregated	energy	data	from	utilities.
3. Describe	your	building:	Provide	details	about	the	building	and	how	it	is	used	in	ENERGY	STAR	

Portfolio	Manager©	 (ESPM)	at	www.energystar.gov/portfoliomanager.
4. Connect	with	DEP: If	you	are	required	to	benchmark	water	use,	share	your	property	to	

automatically	collect	water	use	data.
5. Enter	data:	Enter	the	annual	energy	use	for	the	building	into	ESPM.	Building	owners	can	

manually	enter	aggregated	data	or	upload	it	from	a	spreadsheet.	Con	Ed	and	National	Grid	will	
have	an	automated	upload	service	available	in	2018.

6. Submit	data:	Generate	a	summary	report	in	ESPM	and	send	it	to	the	City.
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Data	Collection	
Worksheet
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Collecting	Energy	and	Water	Data
▪ Aggregated	energy	use	can	be	obtained	from	utilities	(Con	Edison,	
National	Grid,	PSEG).
▪ Requirement	to	benchmark	water	is	indicated	in	the	Covered	Buildings	
List.

▪ DEP	has	defined	procedures	to	share	your	property.	Once	your	
property	is	shared,	DEP	will:
▪ Create	a	meter.
▪ Automatically	upload	water	use	data.

▪ This	is	a	one-time	only	process;	data	is	loaded	automatically	in	
subsequent	years.
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NYC-specific	requirements
See	instructions	at	www.nyc.gov/benchmarking
▪ Building	identifiers	(BBL	and	BIN)	must	be	
entered.
▪ BBL	is	used	to	check	compliance.
▪ NYC-specific	reporting	template	must	be	
uploaded	into	Portfolio	Manager.
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Non-Compliance	and	Data	Quality
▪Non-compliant	properties	(based	on	BBLs	that	have	not	been	submitted)	are	
typically	sent	violations	by	mail	a	few	weeks	after	the	deadline	has	passed.

▪ Benchmarking	submissions	are	checked	for	completeness	and	accuracy,	and	
undergo	a	review	process	to	verify	key	data.	

▪ If	a	submission	is	identified	as	having	a	deficiency,	the	submitter	receives	an	
email	asking	to	correct	the	error(s)	and	re-submit.	

▪ After	May	1st,	non-compliance	may	result	in	a	$500	fine.

▪ Additional	$500	penalties	will	be	imposed	after	each	subsequent	quarterly	
deadline:
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Deadline First Late Deadline Second Late Deadline Last Deadline 
May 1st August 1st November 1st February 1st



Challenges	and	Violations
If	you	think	you	shouldn’t	have	to	comply:
▪ Owners	who	want	to	challenge	their	requirement	to	benchmark	
(because	of	square	footage,	e.g.)	can	contact	DOF	by	email.
▪ Owners	whose	property	was	under	construction	should	contact	
DOB.
▪ Owners	who	want	to	challenge	their	violations	can	contact	DOB	
by	email	or	phone.
▪ BHC	has	DOF	and	DOB	contact	information,	and	refers	callers	
accordingly.
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NYC	Documentation
www.nyc.gov/benchmarking

Compliance	Instructions

Collecting	data	from	utilities	and	DEP

Resources

How	to	get	help
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Portfolio	Manager	Help
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Jump	Start	

22



The	Greener	Greater	Buildings	Plan	Digest
§ Updates	and	news	about	

GGBP	laws	and	programs.
§ Published	every	1-2	

months.
§ Events	and	training	

opportunities.
§ Subscribe	at	

http://eepurl.com/ckFejzv.
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NYC	Benchmarking	Help	Center
▪ One-on-one	support	to	understand	NYC	
Benchmarking	Law	requirements.

▪ Navigate	US	EPA		ENERGY	STAR	
Portfolio	Manager®.

▪ Understand	how	to	request	energy	and	
water	data	from	utilities.

▪ Coordinate	trainings,	presentations,	
assistance,	etc.

▪ Address	all	benchmarking	related	
questions	or	problems.

Questions@benchmarkinghelpcenter.
org

(212) 566-5584

M-F 9am-5pm

www.benchmarkinghelpcenter.org
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Alan Grotheer alan@benchmarkinghelpcenter.org
Jacqueline Espinal jacqueline@benchmarkinghelpcenter.org

Thank you!
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